
 

 

   

 

President's Message 

 

I hope this message finds you all ready for a great month as we finally begin to have 
decent weather for cruising.  Club events begin to ramp up and I  hope you are as 
excited as I am. 
 
We had some great events in March including Retirees’ Luncheon hosted by Barry 
Seelig & Kathy Kilburn, The Mouse Races hosted by Jim & Bev Givens and Ruth & 
Randy Howard, Bunco hosted by Patrick & Jenni Belding and Rhonda Simorka, and our 
first Fitz’s Ice Cream hosted by Ken & Barb Payne.  
 
The 29th Annual Michelin National Corvette Museum Bash in Bowling Green, KY. is 
scheduled for April 23-25 and it’s a great way to meet fellow Corvette enthusiast while 
also learning about the latest with America’s Favorite Sports Car. Simply visit the 
museum website corvettemuseum.org.  for more information.  If you can attend, 
please let Mike Kunst know since he sets up a dinner for our club while there. 
 
Always check the club web site https://www.stlcorvettes.net for the latest information 
on upcoming events.  It does have event flyers and an event calendar for the year so 
you can stay informed. 
 
Please remember our members who are unwell and hope for their swift recovery. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing commitment and engagement. Your participation in 
events and meetings is essential to sustaining the club's success.  Let’s continue to 
make the STL Corvette Club a dynamic and welcoming club for all Corvette 
enthusiasts. 

https://stlcorvettes.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=992e7d71a3f1c59a81cddbbfc&id=bdb627b944&e=790804dd69
https://stlcorvettes.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=992e7d71a3f1c59a81cddbbfc&id=453aba7d1e&e=790804dd69


 

  
Enjoy the ride, 
 
C.W. Riehlman 
President 
   

 

 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS   

Janet Trost  

Maggie Hedgcorth  

Gary Duke  

Arlene Thomas  

Dee Riehlman  

Kathy Kilburn  

    

ANNIVERSARIES   

Ed Flaspohler & Lisa Schuenke  

Steve & Maggie Hedgcorth  

Dennis & Janet Trost  

Ed & Joanmarie Hartzke  

Gary & Jan Murray  

Bill & Gail Mattler  

Gary & Erin Duke  
 

 



 

STLCC Anniversary Milestones 
 
5 Year 
Linda and Mike Pilla 
 
There were no 20-year, 15-year, or 10-year club anniversaries in December.  

 

 

 

Meeting Minutes 

 

The St. Louis Corvette Club met at ELCO Chevrolet in Ballwin, MO on March 3, 
2026.   The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President CW Riehlman.   CW 
led us with an opening prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  
Club Officers were introduced: 
  
President, CW Riehlman 
  
Vice President, Randy Howard 
  
Membership Officer, Judy McElhone 
  
Treasurer, Mike McElhone 
  
Secretary, Chris Woods 
  
Sergeant At Arms, Mike Kunst in for John Midkiff 
  
Immediate Past President, John Jordan 
  
Sponsor: ELCO Chevrolet, Mark Gereke and Eric DeBruin 
  
CW went over the following information:  

1. He thanked everyone for attending tonight. 



2. He thanked Kathy Mueller for a great newsletter. 

3. He reminded everyone of the 50/50 tickets and the various event sign-up 
sheets, and the NCM Banner raffle tickets. 

4. He thanked everyone who has been donating toiletry supplies for our veterans, 
which are being collected by John Midkiff. 

5. At the end of the meeting, Randy Howard is going to auction off corvette items 
with the proceeds going to St. Jude. 

  
February Membership Meeting Minutes:  A motion was made by John Jordan to accept 
the February Membership Meeting Minutes held on February 3, 2026, seconded by 
Terry Mueller, motion carried. 
  
Treasurer, Mike McElhone presented the February Treasurer’s Report as distributed.  A 
motion was made to accept the February Treasurer’s Report by Ken Payne, seconded 
by John Jordan, motion carried. 
  
Membership Officer, Judy McElhone gave the membership report. She read the names 
of members celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in March. 
  
Current Membership totals are as follows:  

• Regular Members            = 100 

• Lifetime Members            =  7 

• Emeritus Members           =  2 

• Associate Members          = 11 

• Sponsors                          =  3  

• Members on Waiting List  =  22 

• Total Members (excluding sponsors) = 120 

  
Judy advised the membership that a new membership roster will be sent out on April 
1, 2026, and she will be sending out rosters at the beginning of every month from now 



on.  If you have any changes, please send an email to stlmembership@outlook.com . 
  
Also, anyone who hasn’t already done so, please give your emergency contacts in 
writing to Judy McElhone, Membership Officer.  For example: If something would 
happen in a meeting or outing, it would be easier if we knew who to call.  This is not a 
requirement, but it would be very helpful. 
  
Ken Payne made a motion to accept the Membership Report, seconded by Barry 
Seelig, motion carried. 
  
Secretary, Chris Woods read a thank you card from Mike & Judy Henges thanking 
the club for all the thoughts, prayers, gift & cards.  Mike is on the road to recovery. 
   
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
  
VA Garden Report (Karen Price).  There will be a VA garden planting and Spring clean-
up on Saturday, May 2nd at 9:00 am. 
 
Website Report (Steve Kirby).  Steve reported that he has stopped putting members’ 
numbers on the events, so if you see your event and there’s no phone number, there is 
a reason for that.  Everyone should have a roster and that has everyone’s phone 
number on it. 
 
Sponsor Report (Mark Gerecke and Eric DeBruin).  Mark reported that sports cars are 
moving.  You can still order a 2026 before we start seeing the 2027 model. We are 
planning a car show at ELCO on a Sunday, sometime in the future. 
 
Eric reported that ELCO is growing fast and doing construction. 
  
Vickie DeBruin advised that she and Kim Gereke are hosting a sit and sew event on 
Saturday, April 25th at the Daniel Boone Library.  If anyone is interested in joining the 
group, please see one of us.  We are going to make a pinwheel table runner. 
  
Vice President Report:  Randy Howard reviewed past events and future events as 
follows: 

mailto:stlmembership@outlook.com


  
Past Events:   

1. February 1 –Valentines Day Party (sponsored by Ruth Howard & Valerie Ziesset) 

2. February 3 –Monthly Membership Meeting at ELCO 

3. February 9 –Casino Day (sponsored by Ruth & Randy Howard) 

4. February 25 –Retiree Lunch at Bob Evans (sponsored by John Jordan &Joyce 
Neubauer) 

5. February 28 – Bunco (sponsored by Dawn & Steve Kirby) 

 Future Events:  

1. March 3 – Monthly Membership Meeting at ELCO 

2. March 13-23 – Texas Trip (sponsored by Ken & Barbie Payne) 

3. March 18 – Retiree Lunch at Ethyl’s (sponsored by Barry Seelig) 

4. March 20 – St. Jude’s Mouse Races (sponsored by Jim & Bev Givens and Ruth & 
Randy Howard) 

5. March 28 – Bunco (sponsored by Rhonda Simorka, Patrick & Jenni Belding) 

6. March 29 – Fritz’s Ice Cream (sponsored by Ken & Barbie Payne) 

7. April 7 – Monthly Membership Meeting at ELCO 

8. April 11 – Bunco (sponsored by Mike & Karen Price) 

9. April 18 – Coffee & Corvettes and Mystery Run (sponsored by Jim & Bev Givens) 

 
 REMEMBER TO CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR ALL EVENTS 
  
New Business: 
  
CW asked the club to keep the following members in our thoughts and prayers: 
Gary Murray – having heart surgery 
Michelle Finn – getting a bone transplant 
Kathy Kilburn – getting a knee replacement 
Sonja Giffhorn – just had surgery 



  
Jim Givens also reminded everyone about the St. Jude’s Mouse Races on March 
20th at Andre’s in Fenton.  Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the first race starts at 
7:30 p.m.  There will be 7 races. 
  
Valerie’s daughter Kimberley, made a St. Jude Corvette Quilt out of corvette shirts 
to be raffled off and Vickie DeBruin made a cute bear as the second prize. 
Raffle tickets:  1 for $10 or 2 for $15. 
  
Mike Kunst reported that the list for the NCM Bash in Bowling Green is pretty 
long.  There is no sign-up sheet, so if you want to attend, please contact him. 
  
John Jordan talked about the 10th annual Indy Car Show in June.  If you’re interested, 
please contact him. 
 
Ron Hagenow is sponsoring the June Retiree lunch at Café Telegraph and possibly 
a tour of the Civil War Museum 
  
The 50/50 drawing was won by Dennis Trost in the amount of $95. 
  
Randy Howard presented a certificate to Steve Marre’ as the winner of the 
Corvette Trivia. 
  
President CW Riehlman, went over the following information: 
  
Thanks to ELCO for providing our meeting place as well as the pizza. 
  
Thanks to Dee Riehlman for the cupcakes tonight.  
  
There were 55 members, 2 sponsors, 2 life members and 2 guests (Heather and 
Pat Riley – who are on the waiting list) in attendance. 
  
President CW Riehlman asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Michelle 
Paillou moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mary Doerr, motion carried. 
  
The next meeting will be on April 7, 2026 at ELCO Chevrolet. 



 

  
PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR CHAIRS TO THE MEETING 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
  
Chris Woods, Secretary 
   

 

 

 

Future Events 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

2026 MICHELIN NCM BASH  

 



 

 

 

APRIL 23 – 25, 2026 

Are you interested in the latest Corvette models?  We saw a glimpse of the rumored 
Corvette Grand Sport in the wild at Sebring recently.  What about the Corvette 
ZR1X?  Will there be a cutaway ZR1X at the Bash?  Do you want to see the latest in 
person?  Yes, you can touch them and even sit in them (except for the cutaway).  How 
about questions.  You do have questions, don’t you?  Why not ask a Corvette Design 
Team member? 
 
Don’t miss the Corvette Team presentation!  It will bring you up to date on all things 
related to Corvette.  There will be Corvette Team leaders from Detroit to present.  They 
spend a lot of time mingling with enthusiasts (that’s us!).  New colors for the 2027 
MY? 
 
Do you want to know what is going on at the Assembly Plant?  Hear the latest from the 
Bowling Green Assembly leadership team. 
 
What about an opportunity to drive your car on a real racetrack?  You wouldn’t be 
racing, but you would be going fast!  Have you even seen the NCM’s Motor Sports 
Park?  We have some members participating in an HPDE at the track. 
 
Some members are participating in a nice scenic drive led by the NCM.  There are 
several road trips to choose from. 
 
So much to do and see!  Why not come with us to Bowling Green? 
 
Contact Mike Kunst for more information. 
Mike.Kunst@Outlook.com  

 

mailto:Mike.Kunst@Outlook.com


 

 

 



 

 

Sit & Sew 

 

 

 

 

If anyone’s interested in joining us on April 25 (Daniel Boone library) to create fun 
pinwheel table runners or banners, feel free to contact Vickie for details. 
   

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Past Events 

  

 

February Bunco  
Sponsored by Steve and Dawn Kirby 
Photos by Terry Mueller  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

  

 

  



 

 

Interestingly, all the Bunco winners were women. 

 

 

 

March Retirees' Lunch 
Barry Seelig and Kathy Kilburn 
Photos by Terry Mueller  

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

  



 

  

 

  

 

 

 

Mouse Races 
Sponsored by Bev and Jim Givens and Ruth and Randy Howard 
Article by Ruth Howard 
Photos by Ruth Howard  

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

  

 

  



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Meet Megan from St. Jude in Peoria.  She suprrised us by coming to the mouse races 
with her husband and they loved it.  

 

 

 

Julie won the 50-50 from Plinko. 



 

 

Winner of the Chef coming to your house to cook. 

 

 

Our Championship mouse race contender. 



 

 

Sandy won the 50-50 -- $1,050 

 

 

Bill Perez poses with last year's winner Laura. 



 

 

 

St. Jude quilt made by Valerie's daughter Kimberley and bear made by Vickie to be 
raffled off.   

 

 

  

 

  



 

Raffle baskets. 

 

 

 

The fabulous new venue -- Andre's West. 

 

 

 

March Bunco  
Co-Hosted by Rhonda Simorka and Patrick and Jenni Belding 
Photos by Terry Mueller and C.W. Riehlman   

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

  



 

  

 

  

 

  



 

  

 

  



 

  

 

 



 

Bunco Winners! 

 

 

 

 

Ice Cream at Fritz's  
Sponsored by Ken and Barb Payne, John and Angie Midkiff, and 
John Jordan and Joyce Newbauer 
Photos by Barb Payne   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

  

 

  



 

  

 

  

 

  



 

  

 

  



 

  

 

  

 

  



 

  

 

 

Articles 

  

 

The St. Louis Corvette Club 
Historical Society Column 
By Ron Hagenow 
History Committee: Ron Hagenow, Marty Dooley, and Mike Price  

 

 

 

OK, who has yet to drive their Corvette this year?  Hopefully all the crazy, rainy 
weather we had in March will let those of us with convertibles drop the top for a little 
vitamin D sunshine.  Some of our past April activities include the regularly scheduled 
meeting and retirees’ lunches plus Sunset and Sangria night in Columbia, IL, Coffee 
and Corvettes, Fritz’s Custard,  and the NCM Bash.  Rounding out the activities is our 
annual cleanup and planting at the VA garden and in previous years we’ve managed to 
work in a trip to a winery or two.  Back in April 2012, sponsor Eric DeBruin led us in an 
interesting geo-cache event which was a first for many of us.  In April 2009 we visited 
the Wittmond Hotel in Brussels, IL and in April 2008, we had a cruise to Diamond 
Mineral Springs Restaurant near Highland, IL. 
   

 



 

 

Everyone is enjoying Fritz’s Frozen Custard in April 2011. 
   



 

 

Everyone had plenty to eat at Diamond Mineral Springs Restaurant in April 2008. 
   



 

 

Some of our members enjoyed themselves at our sponsor’s show at ELCO in April 
2007. 
   



 

 

Some of our sharp shooters who slung a little lead at Shooter’s in Columbia, IL in 
April 2019.  
   

 

And to carry over from last month’s column, here is a list of all the past secretaries 
and treasurers.  

 



 

 

 

Managing Editor Kathy Mueller 

Columnist Ron Hagenow 

Senior Photo Journalist Terry Mueller 

Photo Journalist Ruth Howard 

Aerial Photo Journalist Tom Marlo 



 

Archive Specialist Steve Kirby 

Publisher Mike Kunst 
 

 

 

 

Many Thanks To Our Sponsor 
  

   

Mark Gerecke 636-227-5333 

Eric DeBruin 636-227-5333 
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